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HOMAS DIXON, JUNIOR, was born in Cleveland County,
North Carolina, January II, 1864. His career suggests the
significance of ·the time, for in his personality are the storm, th-:
lightning and the swift changes of war. Born in the midst of the
great civil struggle, he reachcci his most impressionable period in
the stern hours of the Reconstruction, was a college student when
the New South called for a new generation, and entered manhood
during that wide readjustment, North and South, that has brought
forth a nation. He was sensitive in the highest degree, .:?ndowed
with rare genius for expression, passionately fond of the tragic
and heroic, and dre·w from his environment the essence of the Old
South both in its glory and its doom.
His father, yet active, although more than eighty years old, ha!>
been a Baptist minister all his life. He has confined his activity
to rural churches within a small fieid, having been pastor of one
church for more than fifty years. His bearing is that of a gentle
man of the old school, yet in a time when those about him opposed
education, he advocated it: when others were sending \heir sons
to the plough, hi! sent his to college. And in the midst of pro
vincial prejudices he breathed the spirit of progress and broad sym
pathy with an onward generation. And in a time and in a caliing
Mr. Dixon's
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seldom has an author's initial volume
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tng in literary interest and value, and fell rather flat, after an

enormous sale of the two hundred thousand copies.
Within a remarkably brief period Mr. Dixon's third and fourth

novels, entitled respectively 'The Clansman' and 'The Traitor,
appeared. The first treats of the Reconstruction period in the South,
with especial reference to the part played by the Ku Klux Clan in
restoring to the Southern people their rights: the second, in the na
ture of a sequel, narrates the decline of the Ku Klux. The Clans
man' at once took rank as the author's best work: 'The Traitor
as his least meritorious.

'The Clansman' is historical. It is not without its manifest pur

pose, but that purpose is not obtrusive. With vigorous dramatic

power Dixon portrays the cruel facts of Reconstruction history, and

his characters live in his pages as they lived in that time that tried

men's souls. Whether the true South would care to have its woes
recited is not the question, but that 'The Clansman' does recite
those woes is beyond dispute: and it cannot be but well that the
truth is worthily told. Certainly 'The Clansman' has had no mean

part in helping the Northern people to a better understanding of

the South. With genuine insight its pages preserve the life of

the Southerner of the old school and the son of the new time;
the ante-bellum darkey and the ambitious negro of those latter days

when emancipation and sudden citizenship and assoeiation with
unscrupulous white politicians led to outrage after outrage. If
he has failed at all in this work, Mr. Dixons lailure is in the
nnrtraval of his women, but they serve him excellently in his

Slmber of horrors.bestHechapter
says that
Chapter XII. Book II of 'The
I ever wrntp nnd every word cost
me T'tear.'" The failure of 'The Traitor' may indicate that Mr.

Dixon has been in too great haste, or perhaps that he has ex
hausted his material and that his style has cloyed. For he has but
one resource—the woes of the South in Reconstruction; and his
style has but one note—the tragic.
v -j
• a

Further of Mr. Dixon's style not much can be said. It is crude.
Dne of his friendly critics, the late John Charles McNeill, says

f him "he paints with a broom." His realism is the realism of
die open sore; his art the art of the billboard. His dramas are not

developed but' scene after scene is thrust upon the stage, each with
•ts direct and heart-rending—or hair-raising—impression. He claims
* I in his own behalf that the "record of life" that he has made
is "important and authentic." 'The Leopard's Spots' reveals only
. ,, .jjg truth and this half at least is important and authentic. The

other two vol'umes disclose only the fact that Mr. Dixon's triumphs
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Whether Mr Dixon has produced literature or not, and whether
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AN EXPERIMENT IN MATRIMONY
From -The Leopard's Spots.' Copyright by the Doubleday and Page Com„,n, »
permission of the publishers.

Company. By

Nelse was informed by tiie agent of the Frcedmans Bu-

•au when summoned before that tribunal that he must pav
fee of one dollar for a marriage license and be married ove'r

reau

a

again
fain.

"What's dat ? Dis yer vvar bust up me en Eve's marryin'?"

Yes, said the agent. "You must be legally married "
Nelse chuckled on a brilliant scheme that flashed throu-h
his mind.

^

"Den I see you ergin 'bout dat." he said as he hastily took

his leave.

^

He made his way homeward revolving his brilliant scheme.

